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Frequently Asked Questions regarding Bail-In Bonds
What are bail-in features in bonds?
In the event of a failure or likely failure of a bank, shareholders and bondholders may be bailed-in to absorb the losses, instead of a bailout by taxpayers. As such, bondholders may lose the value of their holdings (in a write-down) or be converted into equity. This is to
facilitate the recapitalization of the bank and prevent further consequences to the financial system.

Why have they come into effect?
This is mainly driven by the 2008 global financial crisis, when governments had to bail-out a number of Global Systematically Important
Banks (G-SIBs). Bail-in features are seen as a way of mitigating the collapse of “too big to fail” institutions.

When will they come into effect?
G-SIBs have already commenced the issuance of bail-in bonds as well as, in some instances, retrospectively classified existing senior
debt as bail-in bonds in order to meet the new capital requirements.

Which bonds are impacted?
Bail-in can be applied to a range of different liabilities, including but not limited to subordinated debt and unsecured senior liabilities.

Why does this matter to customers?
Prices, Yields and Credit Ratings of Bonds may not fully reflect bail-in features – Bail-in introduces additional risks (different from
default risks) which are difficult to price. Furthermore, the mechanics of bail-in are complex and there are differences in regulations
amongst various jurisdictions.
Bondholders may suffer heavy losses – There are significant risks for bondholders as bail-in affects liabilities up to unsecured senior
debt. They may face heavy losses, should the value of their holdings be written down or converted into equity.
Lack of transparency on point of non-viability – The point of non-viability—the point where a bank has failed or is likely to fail and
bail-in provisions may be implemented—may be interpreted differently by different local regulatory authorities. Additionally, there is
still a lack of transparency over the point of non-viability, the triggers and the consequences.
Increased scrutiny of bank balance sheets – Bondholders may scrutinize bank balance sheets more closely as they have to bear the
burden of failures now. They may want detailed information on the buffer of loss-absorbing debt as well as where their bonds rank in
the hierarchy of creditors.

Investment and certain insurance products, including annuities, are offered by HSBC Securities (USA) Inc. (HSI), member
NYSE/FINRA/SIPC. In California, HSI conducts insurance business as HSBC Securities Insurance Services. License #: OE67746. HSI is
an affiliate of HSBC Bank USA, N.A. Whole life, universal life, term life, and other types of insurance are provided by unaffiliated third
parties and offered through HSBC Insurance Agency (USA) Inc., a wholly owned subsidiary of HSBC Bank USA, N.A. Products and
services may vary by state and are not available in all states. California license #: OD36843.
Investment, Annuity and Insurance Products:
Are not a bank deposit or
obligation of the bank or any
of its affiliates

Are not FDIC insured

Are not insured by any Federal
Government Agency

Are not guaranteed by the
bank or any of its affiliates

May lose value

All decisions regarding the tax implications of your investment(s) should be made in consultation with your independent tax advisor.
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